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Speaker1: [00:00:01] And now your host.

Speaker2: [00:00:03] Bob Huckabee on. Thank you, Mark. On the first part of our program, we'll be talking with Robert Wilson. With this. On the first part of our program is Robert Anton Wilson. You're an author. What are some of the books you've written? Oh, luminaries.

Speaker3: [00:00:32] Trilogy. Schrodinger's Cat Trilogy. The Earth Will Shake My Masks of the Illuminati. Right where you are sitting now, several others. My latest book is Prometheus Rising, which just came out from Falcon Press about a month ago.

Speaker2: [00:00:48] You have to forgive me. I haven't read any of your books. What are what's the subject of your books?

Speaker3: [00:00:54] Well, they have different subjects. Actually, Illuminati was the was called the classic conspiracy novel. It was a parody of all conspiracy theories. Schrodinger's cat was a trilogy that was based on quantum mechanics, was a science fiction work.

Speaker2: [00:01:11] What do you mean, conspiracies?

Speaker3: [00:01:13] Oh, we're back to.

Speaker2: [00:01:14] Illuminati, so. Yeah, yeah. Well, you just. You said conspiracy, and it sort of caught my ear. What? What's it about?

Speaker3: [00:01:22] Well, a woman artist is a is a melodrama, a comic melodrama, based on the assumption that every paranoid is right, that all the conspiracies anybody ever imagined all exist simultaneously. It was a lot of fun to write.

Speaker2: [00:01:39] Well, I guess it seems.

Speaker3: [00:01:41] To be a lot of fun to read. So it's still in print after eight years.

Speaker2: [00:01:45] Oh, is that right? What brings you to town?

Speaker3: [00:01:48] I'm doing a lecture at the university tonight and a workshop tomorrow.

Speaker2: [00:01:54] On what's on your your writing and.

Speaker3: [00:01:57] On Prometheus Rising. My current book, which is a kind of manual on how to reprogram your nervous system, how to get out of one reality tunnel into a bigger and happier reality tunnel and do it regularly.

Speaker2: [00:02:13] Wait a minute. Now we're. We're in reality tunnels, you say?

Speaker3: [00:02:17] Oh, yes. Everybody. Everybody creates their own reality tunnel.

Speaker2: [00:02:22] Could I ask you to just move a little closer and move this mike closer to you? Yeah, that's. That's better. Yeah, that's much better. I can't. Can't crank the machine up here. We're in a reality tunnel.

Speaker3: [00:02:35] Well, yes. If you take ten people through a hole and when you get to the end of the hall, take them into a room and ask them to describe the hall. All ten of them will describe it differently. They all of them will see different things and all of them will leave out things that other the other nine have seen. So each person walking down the hall created their own reality tunnel. And you do that as you walk around the city or as you read history or as you relate to your sexual partner or in any situation, you're making a tunnel. You know, you're not getting all of reality. If you got all of reality, you'd be overwhelmed by it. You wouldn't know what to do with it all. You're editing and selecting as you go along.

Speaker2: [00:03:18] And you say, We control it.

Speaker3: [00:03:20] We control it unconsciously. If we become more conscious of controlling it, we can change it more intelligently.

Speaker2: [00:03:27] In what way would we? We change it. Well, if your.

Speaker3: [00:03:32] Reality tunnel is causing you to feel that the world is against you and things are generally hopeless and everybody is unreasonable, and they all pick on you and poor itty bitty me, that's a pretty lousy reality tunnel. And you're going to go on that way for years. And so you should start challenging those assumptions one by one and replacing and broadening your reality tunnel by including the people who aren't picking on you all the time, the people who like you, what things you can do to make people like you.

Speaker2: [00:04:02] And you could find.

Speaker3: [00:04:02] Ways of taking a sense of responsibility for the world instead of just complaining about.

Speaker2: [00:04:06] It. You're a psychologist, as a matter of fact, how.

Speaker3: [00:04:09] You have that time. I'm not a psycho. I am a psychologist. But I don't practice psychology. I clinical psychology. I practice writing books.

Speaker2: [00:04:18] You find that more fun?

Speaker3: [00:04:20] Yes. Considerably more.

Speaker2: [00:04:23] Now, before you arrived here, somebody told me that you are a member of a group that does future planning or human talking about the human future? Oh, I.

Speaker3: [00:04:38] Am involved with several futurist groups. I was one of the co-founders of the Institute for the Study of the Human Future in San Francisco a few years ago. And I belong to the Committee for the Future and the L five Society and the Prometheus Society.

Speaker2: [00:04:55] Yes.

Speaker3: [00:04:57] I think I am.

Speaker2: [00:04:57] I don't know if my ideas are up to date. I've been living in Ireland.

Speaker3: [00:05:00] For two years, so I may have lost track. Have you been.

Speaker2: [00:05:02] In Ireland for two years? Why have you been living in Ireland?

Speaker3: [00:05:07] Because I wanted to see leprechauns. I haven't seen any yet, but I've only been there.

Speaker2: [00:05:12] Are you living in Ireland because of the. Because they treat the artists better over there? Well, that's.

Speaker3: [00:05:17] Part of my reason. Part of my reason is I'm at least half I. Irish ancestry, approximately half do.

Speaker2: [00:05:24] Do they really treat artists better in Ireland than other countries?

Speaker3: [00:05:29] Yes, they do. You've got to qualify to be you've got to you've got to be passed by the Arts Council as a writer of serious artistic merit. And so I wouldn't want to encourage writers to go there thinking they'll automatically get the benefits. You've got to qualify. And that takes about eight months to find out whether you're qualified or not.

Speaker2: [00:05:49] Okay. And what then, once you have qualified, what what does that mean? What does that do for for you?

Speaker3: [00:05:57] Well, you don't have to pay any income tax.

Speaker2: [00:06:00] Oh, really? Yes. None at all. None at all. Wow. That is an encouragement. Yeah. Are there do you find that Ireland is is turning into sort of an artist haven?

Speaker3: [00:06:12] Strangely enough, with a policy like that, they haven't attracted nearly as many writers as there. I understand there are only 5500 people in Ireland who have applied for and received a tax exemption.

Speaker2: [00:06:28] Well, I would think. Yeah, I would.

Speaker3: [00:06:29] Think writers from all over Europe would be settling there. But I think the Irish claim that drives some of them away. After one Irish went to, they decide to go back where they came from and pay taxes. Now your home is there. Now my home is in Ireland. What city? Dublin.

Speaker2: [00:06:45] In Dublin.

Speaker3: [00:06:45] Well, the Irish would say that's not Ireland, the Irish side. Dublin isn't Ireland. Like Americans say, New York isn't America.

Speaker2: [00:06:53] Does that does that apply only to writers or to songwriters also? Well, I don't know the whole law. I know how.

Speaker3: [00:07:01] It applies to me. It doesn't. I know one of the bones of contention is that it applies to playwrights, but not to actors. And the actors are very irritable about that. And I don't blame them. I think it should include actors.

Speaker2: [00:07:13] Well, what they're saying is actors aren't aren't creative, is that.

Speaker3: [00:07:16] I don't think that's fair at all. I think they should include actors. That include all the writers and poets. Fiction writers and poets. If you write nothing but books on sociology or history, you won't get the tax benefit. It's only for creative writing and for painting and sculpting and a few other things they've included.

Speaker2: [00:07:38] Well, now there are only, you say, only about 1800.

Speaker3: [00:07:41] About 15.

Speaker2: [00:07:42] 50 million. How long have you been with the human future planning. Human planning for the human future?

Speaker3: [00:07:51] Well, the Institute for the Study of the. I've been involved with futurists futurism as a student of it since I was four, since the 1950s.

Speaker2: [00:08:02] And now let me ask you. That was 30 years ago.

Speaker3: [00:08:05] Yes.

Speaker2: [00:08:06] Now, how true were the predictions? Has anybody gone back and said, oh, don't you predict it?

Speaker3: [00:08:14] Well, I think well, I think the predictions that interested me in the 1950s have come true. The truth predictions that interested me when I first got into futurism were those by Bucky Fuller and Alfred Lipski, both of whom said human knowledge would double faster than ever. And it has human knowledge. The total knowledge, scientific facts, definite measurable units of information doubled between 1950 and 1960 and doubled again by 1967 and doubled again by 1973 and has doubled a few more times since then. And that I expected, because I did believe Fuller and Brzezinski were right in their mathematical projections, that knowledge would be doubling faster all the time, and now it's doubled between 1919 50. That was 50 years. The next doubling was ten years and the next doubling was seven years. The next was six years and the next was around four years. So it's doubling faster all the time. And I expected that and I'm glad to see that's one future trajectory that has been predicted accurately.

Speaker2: [00:09:23] What about 2034?

Speaker3: [00:09:27] Oh, I heard that on the radio coming over. You said I was going to talk about 20, 34.

Speaker2: [00:09:31] Well, I thought I said I'd ask you about it.

Speaker3: [00:09:33] Well, 2034. Why? One prediction I would make about 2034 is that knowledge will have doubled many, many times by then. Another prediction I think is fairly safe is that hundreds of millions of people will be living in space by then. So, oh yes. My basis for that is to take the history of aviation. In 1928, one man flew the Atlantic. That was Lindbergh. In 1978, 200 million for the Atlantic. So if you project forward at that rate, as of now, from now to 2034, you can expect millions of people going into space every year. And I assume a lot of them will be staying there. Some will be going to work on jobs and then we'll come back. Some will be going on holidays or vacations. But.

Speaker2: [00:10:22] Where are we going? Where would we go on a vacation?

Speaker3: [00:10:24] Oh. To one of the space colonies. There'll be a lot of space colonies by then. Reagan is already talking about putting one up. The Russians have been preparing one for several years without talking about it. America always tells us what it's going to do first in space. The Russians do it and then talk about it. But they are working on it. Everybody knows that.

Speaker2: [00:10:44] One of the things that L5 was talking about was putting was putting out a satellite that would beam energy back to Earth. Is anything coming of that?

Speaker3: [00:11:00] Well, that remains there are technical problems which are being still discussed. So the you know, the probabilities about that change every month as new data comes in. Probably they will find a way, even if there are technical defects and the present design, the idea is that you can get solar power 24 hours a day in outer space on the earth. You can only get it. Well, it depends on what part of the earth you are. Some parts of the earth you hardly can pick up any at all, like northern climates. But they can pick up solar power up there 24 hours a day. And if they can beam it down by microwave, we would have a real tremendous energy revolution.

Speaker2: [00:11:40] Are you pretty excited about about the possibility going out in space?

Speaker3: [00:11:44] Well, I think I'm excited. I think every major breakthrough in space, in new opportunities and new technology creates a kind of renaissance. There's always a flourishing of the arts and philosophy and and people get richer every time. There's been a jump like that in history, there's been less poverty. There's still poverty. Of course, I don't deny that. But it has been steadily decreasing with these big jumps and and available resources and new technologies throughout the last several hundred years.

Speaker2: [00:12:20] Would you would you want to go on a spaceship?

Speaker3: [00:12:22] Oh, yes, definitely.

Speaker2: [00:12:25] Even if you knew, you may never come back. I mean, some of us to get to someplace else could take a couple of generations.

Speaker3: [00:12:35] No, no. Well, I'm not talking about a trip like that. I might do even that. But what I'm talking about is building colonies between the earth and the moon. There'll be plenty of colonies out there, and they'll be picking up not only solar energy, but all sorts of resources that they can go to the asteroids and bring things back. And also a lot of industrial processes can be done cheaper in space because you have a lot of vacuum out there and you've got zero gravity. And so the cost of most the overhead cost of most industrial processes will go way down. And when they move the factories off the earth into space, which I expect by 2034.

Speaker2: [00:13:18] We're not going to have any factories here at all.

Speaker3: [00:13:20] I don't know about 20, 34, but I think eventually we'll move all the industry off the planet. Probably the safest place for advanced technology is off the planet. Like the new.

Speaker2: [00:13:36] We just use this place for food.

Speaker3: [00:13:37] Then we'll use this place as a as a as a kind of park or recreation area. A wilderness area for iron ore. For iron ore. Yes.

Speaker2: [00:13:48] With us in our studios, Robert Anton Wilson, who is an author and enjoys talking about the planning for the future and.

Speaker3: [00:13:58] Lecturing in the union at the university.

Speaker2: [00:14:01] Suny Binghamton. At the University Union. 8:00. Oh. Micah Bowen.

Speaker1: [00:14:06] Edwina Bowen. Two questions posed to your guest, if I may. The first one is not terribly serious on a scale from 1 to 10. In terms of leprechauns, what would you place, James Joyce?

Speaker3: [00:14:23] Oh, definitely. Ten plus.

Speaker1: [00:14:25] Ten plus. Okay. I mean, you're putting that at the top, right? Yes. But don't you think, honestly, that Finnegans Wake was the biggest spoof that has ever been, you know, done in our society? I mean, really, he is just beyond belief. But somehow or other, everybody every year, particularly when we get around St Paddy's Day, we somehow or other have this whole big thing going about. Somebody's got to figure out Finnegans Wake. No. Has anybody ever actually done it?

Speaker3: [00:14:59] Well, I think it's like is very much like the universe. There are all sorts of explanations of it, and I don't think the explanations are mutually exclusive. They supplement each other.

Speaker2: [00:15:10] I'm working on a book on.

Speaker1: [00:15:12] Well, you don't.

Speaker2: [00:15:13] Know whether you're doing a book on Finnegans. I'm doing.

Speaker3: [00:15:17] A book on The Finnegans Wake Myself.

Speaker2: [00:15:19] Now. Yes. It's not Finnegan.

Speaker1: [00:15:21] Many languages have been thrown into it.

Speaker3: [00:15:23] Well, nobody knows yet. 42 have been counted so far. But who knows how many are in there somewhere?

Speaker2: [00:15:29] What? What is? I hate to sound real stupid here, but what's Finnegans Wake?

Speaker3: [00:15:34] Yeah. Finnegans Wake is a novel that takes place entirely inside the brain of a sleeping man. It starts the moment he goes to sleep and it ends the moment he wakes up the following morning and throughout the whole book, you're stuck inside his head and you can only guess what's going on outside of his head by what's going on inside of his head. You can guess his whole life history, where he lives, the size of his family, what he feels most guilty about, and the whole history of Ireland and then the whole history of the human race is in there. So you're going down to various levels of the unconscious in the course of the dream, as the dream goes on.

Speaker1: [00:16:11] Yeah. And Bloomer only spent 24 hours, right?

Speaker3: [00:16:15] Bloomsday is 18 hours, I believe. Yeah, Finnegans Wake is about 10 hours. I think of.

Speaker1: [00:16:21] Sleep. Ulysses. My, my. I have a funny thing to tell you was my father had heard at one point that this was kind of a wanted book. Right? And he was looking around and he was looking around for it. And I said, Well, Dad, I have it right here. It really honestly is right here. And then he decided, well, it was a, you know, a piece of literature, and it was just a little bit too complicated before he got to Molly Bloom and all.

Speaker2: [00:16:50] All right. Hey, thanks for calling.

Speaker1: [00:16:52] Wait a minute. I have one more serious question. You're talking about the history of the future. Are you familiar at all with or and writer Warren Weaver? Well.

Speaker3: [00:17:04] I don't know that name.

Speaker1: [00:17:05] Well, he is he is a history professor at SUNY Binghamton. He's kind of out of commission right now because he's had triple bypass surgery. But but nevertheless, he has done a lot of work on the history, the future.

Speaker2: [00:17:23] The history of the future. Okay. Thanks for calling. Okay. I'll pick up on RW. Hi, Wilson. Mr. Wilson, are you there? Yes, I'm here.

Speaker1: [00:17:34] What can you tell.

Speaker2: [00:17:35] Me about a man by the name of Adam Price? Hop. Adam Vice. After Adam Vice was.

Speaker3: [00:17:42] The founder of the Order of the Illuminati in Bavaria in 1776, and he was pretty, pretty much forgotten for the next couple of hundred years, except for some extremely eccentric individuals who think the order of the Illuminati still exists and that the conspiracy is still going on.

Speaker2: [00:18:08] Did you ever hear of an organization called The League of the Just? That was one of the.

Speaker3: [00:18:12] Fronts for the Illuminati. I believe after they were banned and.

Speaker2: [00:18:17] I want to make one correction the Lindbergh.

Speaker1: [00:18:20] Did.

Speaker2: [00:18:20] Flew via the Atlantic in 28. It was 1927. Thank you. Oh, hey, listen, don't hang up. I was all.

Speaker3: [00:18:27] Right when he.

Speaker2: [00:18:28] Heard there. Listen, listen. I had a letter. Where is the letter? Mentioned you in the letter. Boy, this. I had a letter from a woman who said that she. She has some things for you to read, but I don't have it now. She wants. What she wanted me to do was to give you her phone number off the air so that you can thousands of books you want. Mr. Wilson, what was those books that you wrote again? You sent them so fast. I could tell you whether I ever read them or not.

Speaker3: [00:19:04] Well, The Woman.

Speaker2: [00:19:06] The illuminated trilogy.

Speaker3: [00:19:08] With the Schrödinger's Cat trilogy and most recently Prometheus Rising. No, there are several others.

Speaker2: [00:19:18] Well, okay. Masks of the.

Speaker3: [00:19:19] Illuminati right where you are sitting now.

Speaker2: [00:19:23] We can have very interesting conversation with. We had a lot more time, but I'll hang up. All right. Well, thank you for calling the lecture this evening at 8:00 in the social room at the University of Union at SUNY Binghamton. There's a $4 charge, $2 for students, I think, is what it says. Now, let me ask you about this. This is sponsored by New Frontiers L five Discordant Society of SUNY B and the Pagan Studies Group. Well, you're involved with a lot of groups here.

Speaker3: [00:19:59] I had no idea how many groups were involved in inviting me here. It was all it was all arranged through a group in Cleveland called the Association for Consciousness Exploration. I had no idea there were so many groups here that were in on it.

Speaker2: [00:20:14] Yeah, that's very flattering. And here's another one. The Campus Campus Crusade for Catholic Catholics. Mike Evans. You're familiar.

Speaker3: [00:20:23] With them? Oh, yes, certainly.

Speaker2: [00:20:25] What, what? What what is what is Cathal? Well, Cathal.

Speaker3: [00:20:29] Who is a monster in some fiction by H.P. Lovecraft. Of course, some people prefer to believe it's not fiction. And a Catholic who is real. The campus crusade for Catholics, who are a group of people who are trying to convert everybody else to the worship of Cthulhu.

Speaker2: [00:20:50] Are these a lot of tongue in cheek organizations? Well, I don't know. I haven't met the.

Speaker3: [00:20:54] Campus Crusade for Cthulhu. I don't know whether they're serious or not. I mean, people believe all sorts of remarkable things. There are other there are lots of people around worshipping creatures, a lot weirder than Cthulhu.

Speaker2: [00:21:07] Like you got some examples?

Speaker3: [00:21:11] Well, I think Jerry Falwell has a creature he worships. That sounds to me very much like a real bloodthirsty demon type entity. And I don't think I think Campus Crusade for Cthulhu was any weirder than Jerry Falwell.

Speaker2: [00:21:31] Oh, really? You're saying that. That the fundamentalists have a strange God? Is that what you're. Well, he.

Speaker3: [00:21:43] Seems strange to.

Speaker2: [00:21:44] Me. In what way? Well, I.

Speaker3: [00:21:49] Understand that he. He's a sadist. He. He enjoys putting people in flames and torturing them. And I think somebody like that needs psychiatric treatment badly. I can't imagine the higher intelligence acting that way. I can only imagine lower intelligence acting that way.

Speaker2: [00:22:07] What what do you believe in as far as sir, as far as, say, your religion or.

Speaker3: [00:22:13] That depends on the day of the week.

Speaker2: [00:22:17] All right. Well, listen, I was just well, you were talking glancing down here at the poster, the eye and the triangle. That's the name of one of your books, sir.

Speaker3: [00:22:28] That's. That's the name of the seminar. The name of the seminar.

Speaker2: [00:22:31] Okay. The eye in the triangle. What? What does that mean?

Speaker3: [00:22:35] Well, the triangle. This is a teaching device. I use the triangle as the three limitations on our consciousness, which are space, time and information. And as we get more and more space, as we expand off the earth, and as we get more and more time, as life increases and as we get more and more information, that's my claim that our consciousness will expand. Also, as we extend ourselves in space, time and information about consciousness will expand also. I think the ultimate thing is we will become we'll live all over the all over the universe and we'll live forever. We will. I think that's the ultimate. Well, that's where it's got to climb. That's where it's obviously heading. We are living longer all the time. Average life span in the United States in 1900 was 50 years. Now it's 72 years. And there's a lot of people working on the genetic code and on various approaches to doubling lifespan. So if you project ahead a couple of hundred years, there will come a point where we'll have life spans and thousands of years and then it will go into tens of thousands of years. And if you look far enough into the future, immortality is where we're headed. Everybody wants it. Some people like to believe they have it already.

Speaker2: [00:23:52] The fountain of youth. Do you really think we're going to get there?

Speaker3: [00:23:56] Well, we've been searching for it for the last several thousand years. One way or another, that medieval alchemists tried everything they could think of. And it's a constant. It's a constantly recurring human desire. Everybody wants to live forever. If you if you get right.

Speaker2: [00:24:13] If you put a one for that. Yeah. If you put.

Speaker3: [00:24:15] A lie detector on them, no matter what they claim, it would turn out that they really would like to live forever. Benjamin Franklin said science would eventually achieve physical immortality. And I think every century we get closer to it.

Speaker2: [00:24:29] You have faith in the future then? Oh, really? You're you don't you don't agree with the people who are saying that one of these days we're all going to be blown away? Well, people.

Speaker3: [00:24:40] People have been saying that throughout most of my life and we haven't got blown away yet. So I'm beginning to be a bit dubious about such predictions. Yeah. Also, I was I was told my parents were told when I was three years old that I would be crippled for life. As you noticed, I walked in here without crutches.

Speaker2: [00:24:59] So what.

Speaker3: [00:24:59] Happened?

Speaker2: [00:25:00] You think you had polio or.

Speaker3: [00:25:01] Yeah, I had polio and I got cured. And that has given me an unrealistic attitude towards the world. I believe anything can be cured.

Speaker2: [00:25:11] Well, so some things than others. They kept telling you you'd never walk, or you probably that you wouldn't live long.

Speaker3: [00:25:18] That's right. And here I am. And. We are. The whole human race is still here. In spite of the fact since 1946 we've been told regularly that we have about two years to go before it all blows up.

Speaker2: [00:25:30] When you when you're writing a book, do you are you one of those people that you go to work at eight in the morning and finish up at five in the afternoon? Or do you how do you write the book? Well, I start at ten and.

Speaker3: [00:25:42] I knock off at four. And some evenings after dinner, I go back and write for three or 4 hours more. And some evenings I go out to the pub and relax.

Speaker2: [00:25:51] Do you do you write in longhand or do you type?

Speaker3: [00:25:54] No, I type. I've typed all my since I started writing.

Speaker2: [00:25:58] Bob, like a bone. Your knee?

Speaker1: [00:26:00] Yes. I can't tell you how much I'm enjoying the program today, but I had to do it a little bit late. I wonder.

Speaker2: [00:26:07] If Mr..

Speaker1: [00:26:07] Wilson would share a little bit of his biographical background with us.

Speaker2: [00:26:13] All right. Well, I I'm.

Speaker1: [00:26:17] Where was he born? Here in America. Does he have family?

Speaker2: [00:26:22] I was born.

Speaker3: [00:26:22] In Brooklyn, New York. I've got three children who live in California. I've been married to the same woman for 25 years, which is something which is something of an accomplishment in the circles I live in.

Speaker2: [00:26:34] We don't know anybody else who's.

Speaker3: [00:26:36] Been married that look, I'm still a citizen of the United States, although a resident of Ireland.

Speaker2: [00:26:42] Those are, you know, just listening to you.

Speaker1: [00:26:45] I really am so enthusiastic about your subject. And I just like to know a little bit about the person.

Speaker2: [00:26:50] Okay. Thanks for calling. All right. I see you mentioned some of the places where you've lived during the commercial.

Speaker3: [00:26:57] Yes, I've lived in Brooklyn, in Manhattan and Passaic, New Jersey. Brookville, Ohio. Yellow Springs, Ohio. Chicago. San Miguel de Allende in Mexico. Mendocino County in California. San Francisco, Berkeley. Russian River in California. But really in Francisco again now Dublin, Ireland.

Speaker2: [00:27:18] In your business, all you need is a piece of paper and a typewriter. And it doesn't particularly matter. I can have anywhere I want.

Speaker3: [00:27:26] I guess I don't have to go to an office. My office is wherever I set up my typewriter.

Speaker2: [00:27:30] There you go, Bob Bonior.

Speaker1: [00:27:33] Oh, Bob, I have a question for your guest. I would like to know if he's talking about the future and everything. Does he believe in life after death?

Speaker2: [00:27:46] That's a that's the.

Speaker3: [00:27:48] Kind of question about which I am agnostic. I have no I have no grounds to form an opinion on. So I, I'll figure that out after after I thought it was a Zen master who was asked what happens after death. And he said, I don't know. And the questioner said, But you're a Zen master. He said, Yes, but I'm not a dead Zen master, so I'll answer that after I'm dead.

Speaker1: [00:28:11] Okay. Thank you.

Speaker2: [00:28:12] Thank you for calling. I'll take a bone. You wanna hurry, Robert, to call back when I find your guest most intriguing? Is he still there? Yeah, sure is. I stole him. What can you tell me about the philosopher, sir? Back Hegel and Karl Marx as it relates to the formal formulation of a.

Speaker1: [00:28:33] Theory known as dialectical materialism?

Speaker3: [00:28:38] Oh, man, that's a heavy question. I mean, that's a question for for a weekend seminar.

Speaker2: [00:28:46] I called me to see if you're for real. I believe you are. I probably would disagree with you. Oh, here you are. For real. Okay. Robert, did you ever feel solid? I was on a call. Yeah, but I can't find it. I'll. I'll. I'll come across it in the next couple of days. Mr. Wilson, I'd explain that to you, but time is short. The die by the dielectric one. Oh, the dialectic.

Speaker3: [00:29:10] That's the, the idea that history evolves through contradictions. Oh, and it takes it really does take any afternoon to explain what that means.

Speaker2: [00:29:20] Where did you get into this? How did you get into this? And this is real heavy stuff here, which which is all the future ism, all the you the theories and have you been interested in, in in this kind of thing?

Speaker3: [00:29:39] You have been interested in this kind of thing since I was in high.

Speaker2: [00:29:43] Looking inside your head. And you get you get the feeling that you're that you're you're thinking all the time and you're and you're not and you're not really thinking. And you've mentioned the real I'm not.

Speaker3: [00:29:56] Real all the time. Like I spent a lot of time just getting drunk and having fun. I mean, but I suppose I do spend a certain amount of time thinking.

Speaker2: [00:30:04] Do you do a lot of what if thinking?

Speaker3: [00:30:06] Yes, I do all sorts of alternative thinking. I do a lot of thinking about what if something we all take for granted is not true, then how does that picture of the world have to change?

Speaker2: [00:30:20] What would be an example? What if.

Speaker3: [00:30:24] Immortality? What if somebody puts an immortality pill on the market in ten years? How will people react to that? Oh, I mean, some people think it could happen. Yeah, I could name some people have predicted it for Esfandiari, the sociologist Dr. Alvin Silverstein, the head of the Department of Medical Research at City University of New York. They've predicted something like that within the next ten or 15 years.

Speaker2: [00:30:51] If we just get up in the morning and take a pill and lose a day or something.

Speaker3: [00:30:56] It would just keep ourselves operating the way they were when we were young so we wouldn't go through the aging process. Such a pill is conceivable. I don't know when it'll appear, but it's conceivable. Chemically, we've learned we're learning enough about what causes aging and how the different brain chemicals relate to each other. So it's not at all impossible that such a thing could appear. How would people react if it did appear? I think a lot about that. I think Jerry Falwell would denounce it as the work of the devil and forbid his followers to take it. And different people would react in different ways. And the pope would say it was against nature, I suppose.

Speaker2: [00:31:35] Well, you know, that would open up a whole lot of things, though, cause a lot of problems still in it.

Speaker3: [00:31:41] Well, I think by and large, I think of it as an evolutionary selector device. All the fools would refuse to take it, and eventually we'd have a world without fools.

Speaker2: [00:31:51] Well, well, that's a that's an interesting way of looking at it. With us in our studio is Robert Anton Wilson and Arthur CONAN.

Speaker1: [00:32:00] All bother me, I think. Your guest.

Speaker2: [00:32:01] Please. Yeah. You're on the air now. Go ahead, Mr. Anton. Mr. Wilson?

Speaker1: [00:32:06] Mr. Wilson?

Speaker3: [00:32:07] Yes, I'm here.

Speaker1: [00:32:09] Do you believe that man has control of his own destiny?

Speaker3: [00:32:15] Some. Some, though most people don't.

Speaker1: [00:32:19] There's some that do. Why do you believe that they do? The some that you do believe in?

Speaker3: [00:32:24] Because they discovered that they didn't have control over their destiny and they started doing something about it. I think it requires a great deal of detachment from emotional and other types of compulsions. I don't think we're born with free. Well, I think free will is something that can. Gradually be approximated through conscious effort to resist mechanical processes within yourself.

Speaker1: [00:32:51] Well, then you're saying that you look at destiny then, as it has to do with the individual.

Speaker2: [00:33:00] Well, karma.

Speaker3: [00:33:01] Is what makes you do what you have to. Karma is what makes you do what you do if you allow it.

Speaker1: [00:33:08] What's karma?

Speaker2: [00:33:09] Oh, well, never mind.

Speaker3: [00:33:10] You don't know what karma is. We don't have to go into a digression about that. We are mechanical creatures, just like any other animal. But we have the capacity to become less mechanical by analyzing how the mechanical processes work and developing techniques to detach from the mechanical reactions. The simplest form of that that everybody knows is count ten when you're about to lose your temper. There are more subtle forms of of learning to recognize your own mechanical responses and not be carried along by them. That's part of what my new book, Prometheus Rising, is about. It's about how to become less of a robot.

Speaker1: [00:33:54] Okay.

Speaker2: [00:33:54] Thank you. Thanks for calling. There was a pause there. What kind of reaction do you get? Now you've been on a tour speaking at colleges, I assume. What kind of reaction do you get from students?

Speaker3: [00:34:08] Very positive. Very, very positive. Very supportive, very flattering. It's very much like what Buckminster Fuller told me back in the 1950s. He said, I get invited to colleges by students all the time and I can see it coming. By the 1960s, I'll be getting invited by the faculties and I feel I'm sort of in the first stage of that. Right now I'm getting invited by the students and in ten years I think the faculty will be inviting me.

Speaker2: [00:34:35] What is your what is your opinion of students today compared to what it was, say, 20 years ago? Oh, I don't I don't.

Speaker3: [00:34:42] See that much change. I think there's a great deal of exaggeration about the degree. I think students are still young enough to be open minded and interested in new ideas. And not not as not as resigned to things as they are, as most people are by the time they reach 40.

Speaker2: [00:35:02] Do you think do you think most of us have closed minds on a lot of subjects?

Speaker3: [00:35:07] I think it's inevitable that the older you get, the more your mind narrows unless you make conscious efforts to resist that process. I should be I should be a very narrow, bigoted person by now. I'm in my fifties, but I've made conscious efforts to avoid getting trapped in a rut. That's one reason I'm in Ireland. If you keep jumping around the world and shocking yourself with new impressions, you get out of your ruts.

Speaker2: [00:35:32] Do you do you find that people that you are around are optimistic about the future?

Speaker3: [00:35:42] Yes, I don't I don't voluntarily associate much with pessimist. They're dreary people to be around.

Speaker2: [00:35:49] You don't like pessimism at all? Well, who wants to hang around with people or.

Speaker3: [00:35:54] Complaining all the time? That's kind of boring. And there are more fun things to do.

Speaker2: [00:35:59] Who's your favorite author?

Speaker3: [00:36:01] My favorite author? Oh, we already talked about him. The leprechaun, James Joyce.

Speaker2: [00:36:05] There you go. Okay. Well, I'm really I'll tell you, I'm going to I'm going to have to I have to read the book Finnegans Wake. That's so intriguing. What what are you going to write about? Finnegans Wake. Finnegans Wake, or haven't you decided? Well, I'm writing.

Speaker3: [00:36:23] I'm writing about the relationship of Finnegans Wake to quantum physics.

Speaker2: [00:36:31] Wow. Now you're really getting heavy into it. You've sold. You said something like quarter of a million copies of your book have been sold.

Speaker3: [00:36:44] The German Artist Trilogy. Yeah.

Speaker2: [00:36:47] Who are the people who buy the book? Have you have you heard from any of them?

Speaker3: [00:36:52] Yes, they are, mostly. There's a spread different types. But the majority of my fans are young. Astonishing number of them are in the computer business. Most of them are not in the computer business. They're in one of the physical sciences. And they're all freaky and weird and unconventional.

Speaker2: [00:37:17] What what is your feeling about about computers?

Speaker3: [00:37:22] Oh, I think computers are going to change the whole world, because I think they're they're creating a whole new kind of of.

Speaker1: [00:37:36] A.

Speaker3: [00:37:37] New kind of a new kind of society, because computers make it possible to decentralize the. Victory. Centralized society made people move into cities to be near the factory. I think computers will lead to a more of a decentralization. I also think computers will make the doubling of knowledge happen much faster. The doubling I was talking.

Speaker2: [00:37:58] About, well.

Speaker3: [00:37:59] What else are they going to unemployed? An awful lot of people, which is going to create sociological havoc.

Speaker2: [00:38:06] For a while. You think computers are going to cause unemployment? Oh, yes.

Speaker3: [00:38:10] They were already doing it.

Speaker2: [00:38:11] But that's what they said about. That's what they said about the automobile. So what's going to happen to all the blacksmiths in the country?

Speaker3: [00:38:19] Well, I think I think computers are going to create increasing unemployment for quite a while. I don't know what happens after that. It may they may create new.

Speaker2: [00:38:27] Why will they create unemployment?

Speaker3: [00:38:29] Well, because it's getting easier and easier to use computers to automate whole, whole systems. And in many cases, there are there there are compromises which can't last where things are being kept going just because the unions are strong enough to prevent them from laying everybody off. But as it becomes more and more feasible economically, more and more people are going to be laid off. And I don't want to be the bearer of bad tidings. I think what's going to happen is that the international financial system is going to have to change. There's got to be a way that money will get around outside of the wage system. It's something like the guaranteed annual income or the negative income tax or the some form of national dividend for every make every citizen a shareholder in the nation and pay them dividends each year. Something like that will have to be done, I think.

Speaker2: [00:39:24] What about world government? Do you think that'll happen?

Speaker3: [00:39:29] I think whether we call it world government or not, something like it will happen. It's already starting to happen. We've got a European Parliament, we've got these great big power blocs, Naito and the Warsaw Pact nations and the world is evolving, got bigger and bigger systems and I think it will all interlink into one world worldwide system eventually. You think it may not be a government in the sense of a centralized government. It may be like the Swiss Canton system, but it will be integrated.

Speaker2: [00:40:01] What about you're talking about the colonies out in space. Do you think they'll be they'll be individual countries? I think they.

Speaker3: [00:40:10] Will. I think they will eventually. I think the space colonies will. I think some of them will be started by people who want to get away from all the governments around the world.

Speaker2: [00:40:20] Eventually, but without governments, they won't get there.

Speaker3: [00:40:22] No, that's only at the beginning there. I mean, if you look at the history of the United States, the first colonists were sent over by government at government expense. Then others found a way to pay, to get themselves over, to get away from the governments in Europe. And I think in space the cost will go down like everything else. And in 50 years or so you'll find all sorts of groups going out to the rings of Saturn or someplace to get away from other people's ideas. Little utopian communities like free love communities or lesbian vegetarians or single taxpayers or Henry George people and so on. I think they'll all be forming their own utopian communes out in space.

Speaker2: [00:41:02] So we ran out of islands here.

Speaker3: [00:41:04] That's right. So they've got to find someplace else to go with utopian plans.

Speaker2: [00:41:08] Have I been pronouncing that right? Yeah, that's right. Oh, okay. We're just about out of time. Did you have any final comments you'd like to make?

Speaker3: [00:41:17] My latest book is Prometheus Rising, and if you all run out and buy it, I might get rich, all right?

Speaker2: [00:41:23] And you won't have to pay tax on it either, as long as you live in Ireland. And your lectures this evening at tomorrow evening. Right.

Speaker3: [00:41:34] My lecture is this evening at the union building on campus. Tomorrow I'm doing a seminar at.

Speaker2: [00:41:40] 11 in the morning. Okay, now what? They're limiting the seminar to 30 people with a stiff opening. Sir, as far as you know.

Speaker3: [00:41:49] I'm not sure.

Speaker2: [00:41:50] Okay, well, if people are interested, they can they can call seven, nine, eight, 9539 or 72956, eight, nine. It's been a very interesting hour. I want to thank you very much for coming in and being with us today.

Speaker3: [00:42:03] I thank you for having me. And one more word to the pessimists. Most men my age at that already.

Speaker2: [00:42:09] All right. Thank you for being with us. Appreciate it. On the first part of our program, we've been talking with Robert Anton Wilson, author.

